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Bill Viola and the Old Masters

From 15 April – 8 July 2006, the Graves Art Gallery, Sheffield will show a piece of work by one of the world’s most renowned and respected contemporary film and video artists. The stunning work, Observance (2002), is taken from Bill Viola’s Passions series will be seen alongside popular work by Old Masters such as Bartolomé Esteban Murillo and Luis Morales from Sheffield City Collections. 

In his Passions series, Viola investigates how the Old Masters depicted emotional extremes in their art. His inspirational and spiritual creations on LCD screens in turn elicit a powerful emotional response from the viewer. Observance will be set amongst a specially selected group of paintings in the Graves Art Gallery to show how Viola presents a contemporary equivalent of the spirit and practice of the Old Masters. Observance is generously loaned by National Museums Liverpool, Walker Art Gallery and was purchased with the assistance of the National Art Collections Fund. This will be the first time that Viola’s work has been seen in the city. 
Observance is based on two panel paintings entitled Four Apostles by Albrecht Durer and concerns itself with the depiction of an intense and shared grief. Viola asked the cast of actors he assembled to step towards “something they’d rather not see…to say goodbye to someone who’d left them” As they approach the unseen, each register individual expressions of grief, bewilderment, shock and disbelief. In its intensity of mood, resonance of colour and tone and orchestration of the ‘players’ in the drama, Viola pays tribute to the compositions of the Old Masters.

Bill Viola was born in New York in 1951, and was an early pioneer in his field. He has explored advancements in technology to create powerful images which reflect the depths of human experience. Viola draws on influences which combine a close study of classical art history, Western and Eastern religions and strong personal experience. Using actors, designers and a camera crew instead of studio assistants, Viola assembles and directs his pieces with a precision and integrity which renders them in his own words as ‘visual poems’.
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Notes to Editors:

· Graves Art Gallery, Surrey Street, Sheffield S1 Tel. 0114 278 2600

· The Graves Art Gallery is open Monday – Saturday 10am – 5pm

· Bill Viola, Observance, 2002, Colour high definition video on plasma display 

· Observance is kindly loaned by Walker Art Gallery National Museums of Liverpool 
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